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Napoleon – the whole truth


Witty, offbeat, inventive: Over 200 illustrations from two centuries present one of the most 
controversial figures in history. With subtle humour, Stefan Schlögl and Wolfgang Hartl reveal the 
whole truth about the emperor of fake news. 


How many of the stories we are told about Napoleon Bonaparte, his masterstrokes, foibles and 
love life are actually true? How much of it is mere rumour? And what tricks did the politically 
astute strategist use to set himself up as the first master of fake news?


Now, to mark the 200th anniversary of his death, we present: The whole truth! Illustrator 
Wolfgang Hartl and author Stefan Schlögl set off on the trail of the great little Corsican. Their 
investigations not only reveal “alternative facts” and legends but also offer an interpretation of 
Napoleon, the myth, that reaches to the present day.


The book plays brilliantly with historical propaganda and the power of images and brings history 
back to life with its meticulously reworked engravings and prints. 


What is fact? What is fake? You decide!


In the Media: Reviews in ORF TV, Radio  and on orf.at (Austrian Broadcasting Corporation), in  
Die Presse, Falter - Vienna weekly, Der Standard, …
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